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SUBJECT: FOLLOW-UP ON SECRETARY'S AUGUST 2 AFRICA SPEECH 
REF: (A) STATE 190919, (B) RABAT 4224 

1 . SUMMARY. THE AMBASSADOR DISCUSSED THE SECRETARY'S 
SPEECH WITH FONMIN LARAKI. LARAKI EXPRESSED HIS "APPROVAL" 

OF THE SPEECH, WHILE CAUTIONING THAT NOT ALL AFRICAN 
LEADERS WERE CONVINCED OF US SINCERITY IN OUR NEW AFRICA 
POSTURE. AN MFA OFFICIAL ALSO PRAISED PORTIONS OF 
SPEECH. THE GOM IS STILL UNABLE TO BRING ITSELF TO 
SPECIFICALLY PRAISE THE KISSINGER/VORSTER CONTACTS, 

HOWEVER, AND WE JUDGE THAT IT IS GUARDING ITS FUTURE 
OPTIONS ON EVENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, AN AREA WHERE IT 
HAS ENDEAVORED TO KEEP ITS "REVOLUTIONARY" CREDENTIALS 
UP WITH THE BEST OF THEM. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE AMBASSADOR SAW FONMIN LARAKI AUGUST 7 AND REFERRED 
TO THE SECRETARY'S AUGUST 2 AFRICA SPEECH AND HIS MESSAGE 
TO THE KING. LARAKI RESPONDED BY EXPRESSING HIS "APPROVAL" 

OF THE SPEECH, SAYING HE FELT WE WERE ON THE "RIGHT 
TRACK" IN OUR AFRICA POLICY. IN THE "LONG RUN", HE 

STATED, HE COULD FORESEE POSITIVE RESULTS FROM OUR POLICY 
IN RHODESIA, NAMIBIA, AND SOUTH AFRICA. HE SAID HE MUST 
TELL US, HOWEVER, THAT "CERTAIN" AFRICAN LEADERS WERE 
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RATHER "SKEPTICAL”. HE DID NOT AGREE WITH THEM, BUT HE VOLUNTEERED 
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THAT THEY USUALLY MADE TWO POINTS; ONE WAS THE 

SUSPICION THAT OUR NEW AFRICA MOVES WERE INSPIRED 

PRIMARILY BY OUR ELECTION YEAR. THE SECOND WAS THAT 

THE SECRETARY MIGHT NOT BE IN OFFICE MUCH LONGER AND WAS EVEN 

SEEKING A FINAL SUCCESS. LARAKI HASTENED 

TO SAY THAT THERE WAS NO QUESTION IN HIS MIND BUT 

THAT THE SECRETARY HAD HAD A SIGNIFICANT FAVORABLE IMPACT NOT ONLY 
ON US BUT ON WORLD POLITICS. 

3. EMBOFF REVIEWED THE SPEECH AUGUST 5 WITH CHIEF OF THE 
AFRICA/ASIA DIVISION IN THE MFA, MOHAMED BISBIS. BISBIS 
CALLED THE SPEECH "VERY GOOD" AND SINGLED OUT FOR 
PRAISE THE SECRETARY'S REAFFIRMATION OF US RESOLVE TO 
PLAY AN AFRICA ROLE AND TO PERSEVERE IN THIS ROLE. BISBIS 
ALSO NOTED HIS SATISFACTION AT THE EXPRESSION OF US 
RESOLVE TO RESIST FOREIGN INTERVENTION IN AFRICA. 

PREDICTABLY, THE CONVERSATION SHIFTED TO THE SAHARA 

AT THIS POINT AND BISBIS SINGLED OUT THE SECRETARY'S REFERENCE 
(MADE IN PASSING) TO FRONTIERS ARBITRARILY DRAWN BY 
COLONIALISM. HE REMARKED THAT THIS WAS "VERY INTERESTING" 

FOR THE GOM IN THE CONTEXT OF ITS DISPUTE WITH ALGERIA. 

4. SINCE THE DISCUSSION WAS ON THE SAHARA, EMBOFF REMARKED 
THAT MOROCCO'S FOREIGN POLICY SEEMED PARALYZED IN VIR- 
TUALLY EVERY FIELD BY ITS SAHARA-RELATED CONCERNS. 

BISBIS AGREED SADLY, CITING THE CASE OF THE GOM'S 
POSITION AT THE OAU EXTRAORDINARY SUMMIT ON ANGOLA. HE 

SAID THAT MOROCCO HAD HAD EXCELLENT RELATIONS WITH ANGOLAN 
LIBERATION FIGURES, HAVING WORKED VERY CLOSELY WITH MANY 
OF THEM SINCE THE BIRTH OF THEIR MOVEMENT. 

HOWEVER, HE SAID, THE GOM IN GOING INTO THE OAU SUMMIT ON 
ANGOLA CHOSE "OUT OF PRINCIPLE" TO ADHERE TO WHAT 
HAD BEEN THE OAU'S POLICY BY REFUSING TO RECOGNIZE ONE 
OR ANOTHER OF THE CONTENDING LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. AS 
A RESULT OF THIS MOROCCO NOW FOUND NOT ONLY THAT ITS 
RELATIONS WITH ANGOLA WERE BAD BUT, WORSE STILL, ANGOLA 
HAD RECOGNIZED THE SAHARAN DEMOCRATIC ARAB REPUBLIC. IT 
HAD BECOME INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT FOR MOROCCO TO TAKE 
A POSITION ON ANYTHING, HE CONCLUDED. 
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5. COMMENT: CLEARLY THE GOM APPROVES 

FOR THE MOMENT OF OUR GENERAL EFFORTS TO SEEK PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. NEVERTHELESS, 

SOUTHERN AFRICA POLICY IS THE ONE AREA WHERE IT WILL 
ALWAYS STRIVE TO KEEP ITS RECORD SPOTLESS SO AS TO 
PRESERVE SOME COMMON GROUND WITH WOULD-BE FRIENDS IN 
AFRICA. WITNESS, FOR EXAMPLE, THE FONMIN’S IMPASSIONED 
SPEECH AT PORT LOUIS IN WHICH HE OFFERED TO FINANCE A NEW 
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LIBERATION CAMPAIGN IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. SIGNIFICANTLY NO GOM FIGURE 
WITH WHOM WE HAVE SPOKEN HAS EVER EVEN GONE SO FAR AS TO APPROVE 
IN PRIVATE THE CONTACTS BETWEEN THE SECRETARY AND VORSTER. OUR 
EXPECTATIONS SHOULD TAKE THIS RETICENCE INTO ACCOUNT. 

INDEED THE GOM AT SOME POINT IN THE FUTURE 

MIGHT FRF, I. CONSTRAINED TO CRITICIZE OUR EFFORTS IN THIS 

FIELD IF "LIBERATION" PRESSURES MOUNT AMONG BLACK AFRICANS. 

MUCH AS THE GOM NOW OCCASIONALLY CRITICIZES OUR 
POLICY VIS-A-VIS THE PLO. 

ANDERSON 
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